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ELDER TAYLOR’S LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF THE STAR. 


Ship America, Belise, mouth of the Mississippi River, 
March 13th, 1847. 


Dear Brother Spencer,—I write to inform you of our safe arrival in this . 
We arrived here on the 10th instant, after a passage of thirty-six days, all enjoyi 
a tolerable of health, and rejoicing that through the merciful int ition 
our heavenly Father, we are thus far on our journey, and safe on this side of the 
great Atlantic. We have had a very pleasant voyage; we never had to “ tack 
ship ;” and, with the exception of once for a few hours, never furled a sail. We 
have had the most pleasant time that I ever ienced at sea, and we have made 
the voyage in less time than any other vessel. ere are several ships here which 
sailed two or three weeks before us, that have only just arrived. e reason of 
our having been detained here so long is in consequence of f weather, which 

vented us crossing the bar at the mouth of the river. We, however, start to- 

y at noon, and * anticipation of soon joining our families and 
friends in the Camp of Israel. ~ 

I have nothing particular to record concerning the voyage that will be interest- 

. Wesawa number of dolphins, porpoises, flying-fish, and two or three 
— — ed every vessel that we saw on the route. We are now here, 
* PPY- 

As I had no time before I left England, I now wish to say a few words to the 
Saints. When I was there, in consequence of having so many places to visit, and 
to travel so extensively, my stay was necessarily short at the various branches; and 
it made it impossible for me to visit so places, to form so extensive an ac- 
71 with the Saints, as I should slots tone done would time have permitted. 

f my stay had been longer, I should gladly have ‘bpent two, three, or six months 
more; have visited all the branches, and seen the Saints at their own homes, for I 
love the people of God, and delight in the habitations of the righteous. There 

e reigns the Spirit of God,—and there is my home. And here 
wish to say that, although very much pressed and hurried, I have seldom enjoyed 
myself better than I did on my late yisit to the British churches. I saw an honesty 
and simplicity which I admired. They seemed to vie with each other in man 
little acts of ki and charity, which were duly appreciated by me, and whic 
I have taken pleasure in acknow They were esteemed not so much on ac- 
count of their intrinsic value, as from feelings of those who administered. 

Our arrival in England was very opportune; the situation of the churches fh 

was very deplorable, quite as as had been manifested to us before we 

the camp. we left, it was revealed to the authorities that the presidency 

in England was in transgression, and that it was necessary some of the Twelve 
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should proceed immediately to England. Elders O. Hyde, P. P. Pratt, and my- 
self, were appointed on this mission. As we journeyed, we felt the Spirit movin 
us forward, so much so that, when Elder Hyde and myself were in New York, — 
Elder Pratt in Boston, we thought it — rather than wait two or three days 
for him, to proceed immediately to Liv Il. We found, on our arrival, that we 
had not come away too soon. The teac of the people were under transgres- 
sion; they were corrupt; they were acting dishonourably and dishonestly, under 
false pretences ; stripping the poor of their last pittance, and yet those wanton 
profligates profe that they were doing the will of God, while they, under a 
cloak of religion, were revelling in debauchery, drunkenness, and fraud. But they 
have their reward, and they are even now more the objects of pity than of cen- 
sure. I speak more particularly of the heads of the church. This being the situa- 
tion of those men, it could not but be expected that the streams should be more or 
less contaminated with their influences. Many of the Elders were at a loss what 
todo. They saw that things were out of order, but how to regulate them they 
knew not; they were — — annoyed, and discouraged, and many of the 
Saints, from want of discipline, regularity, and order, and seeing abuses that they 
could not close their eyes upon, began to think that the religion of Jesus Christ was 
almost as bad as sectarianism ; they were charitable and confiding ; they felt a dis- 
position to hope for the best, but it seemed to be hoping against hope; in fact, the 
whole head was sick and the whole heart faint; and had it not been that the Saints 
were in possession of the eternal principles of truth, and had the testimony of the 
Spirit, giving them assurance of the truth and verity of this work, they might all 
have made a shipwreck of faith, and been scattered upon the mountains in the dark 
and cloudy day; but having enjoyed the witness of the Spirit—felt the truth of the 
things that had been communicated —and realized the Spirit and power of God; 
when they saw the iniquity of their deceivers and oppressors unmasked, and heard 
again the voice of the good shepherd, they knew the sound and rejoiced in the de- 
liverance. The American Elders, who soon followed us, were the means of 
strengthening, comforting, and edifying the Saints, so that confidence was again re- 
stored, the spirit of peace breathed among them, and joy and gladness was experi- 
enced among the people of God. 

As Elder P. P. Pratt and myself journeyed among the churches, we found them 
generally doing well, rejoiced to see us, and expressed a willingness to follow our 
advice in all things. e visited most of the conferences in England and Scotland. 
In some of the leading conferences, such as Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham, 
Sheffield, and Glasgow in Scotland, we found them exceedingly prosperous ; nor 
were they less zealous, loving, and affectionate in some of the smaller conferences. 
I visited the Isle of Man alone, and was glad to meet there some of my old friends. 
I visited the London and Edinbargh conferences, and found them doing well; I 
also visited Wales, and was very much pleased and gratified with the situation of 
things there. I found the Welsh church in a very flourishing condition. Elder 


Jones is publishing a paper in the Welsh language, which circulates very extensively, 


he has also published many thousands of tracts, and circulated them throughout the 
length and breadth of his native land. He has taken a wise and judicious course, 
and in his publication ought to be encou In — of him and the good 
done by the American Elders, [ would not forget the ore and Scotch ; I do not 
implicate them with their leaders; I found them generally to be good, humble, vir- 
tuous, zealous, and honourable men, who are using all their exertions to propagate 
1 of truth and build up Zion, and who will yet shine bright in the kingdom 


I would here say a word or two.to the Saints, by way of caution. Because you 
have been deceived by your former leaders, do not mistrust those you have now, 
but let them have your confidence and your prayers. It is impossible but that 
offences come, but woe to them by whom they come; as I stated before, these men 


. have their reward—their situation is not to be envied—they are now reaping the re- 


ward of their own doings. You, some of you, may have suffered in a pecuniary 
point of view, but you have learned a lesson worth a great deal more than your rene 
and salvation and intelligence pertaining to the kingdom of God, is not to 

compared with pounds, shillings, and pence. You have not been mobbed, driven 
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from your homes, and robbed of your pa as we have—for the gospel’s sake. 
You — not been shot at, imprisoned, hunted, and spoiled as we have. It is neces- 

that we should be tried, like Jesus we may be made perfect through suf- 
ferings. You will tind us ever watchful over your interests as we have been; if 
there is wrong, we shall know it and come to the rescue ; and our prayers will con- 
tinually ascend to the God of Israel, that you may be kept by grace, through faith, 
to the day of eternal redemption. I say again, have confidencein your presidency ; 
never condemn one man for what another has done—neither be afraid of him. 
Give all good men your confidence; if they betray it, dodge them according to what 
they have done—not for what they may or may not do. It is a devilish principle 
to be jealous of men who have done no wrong, and to withhold our confidence from 
those who ought to have our support, merely because it is possible they may abuse 
it. The mob have alwaysacted on this principle, and have condemned and perse- 
cuted us, as they said, not for what we have done, but for what they thought we 
would do. This has been the devil’s voice from the beginning. 

While speaking of Elder Spencer, I would here remark that I know him from 
years acquaintance to be a good man, and I wish the Saints to sustain him as 
such. Again, brethren, let me counsel you to circulate the STAR as extensively as 
possible, and other good books which are approved of, by the . as in 80 
doing you spread intelligence, and frequently do more good than you can with 
preaching ; but let not rs | rson publish books, hymns, or tracts, without direc- 
tion of the presidency, and let not the Saints countenance them without, for if 
order is not observed in this, all kinds of foolish ridiculous things will be published 
in the names of the Latter-day Saints. 

Now, brethren, as I had not time before I left, I must take the liberty from this 
side of the ocean of saying farewell—Farewell! and God bless you for ever and ever 
worlds without end, amen. It is a long distance to salute you from, as I am now 
six thousand miles from you, but I know it will be welcome, for I came more than 
six thousand miles to see you, and I had to salute my family from your homes. 
We have yet two thousand miles to go to see our families, and part of that through 
mobbers, blacklegs, and murderers, who would gladly take our lives; but we trust 
in the God of Israel that he will take us safely through, and that we shall arrive in 
the Camp of Israel in peace, and rejoice in once more meeting our families and 
friends. I left the camp in company with my brethren, July 31, 1846, and when | 
I return shall have travelled upwards of seventeen thousand miles, three thousand 
of this was in England, Scotland, and Wales. I now feel well in health and spirits, 
am thankful that so much of my mission is completed, and I bless the name of the 
God of Israel. | 

I have not time to write to all of the American Elders, but must take this op- 
portunity of sending my kindest love and regard. I pray that Israel’s God 
may be with you, brethren; and I would say, teach the things that you have heard 
of us, and that you have been instructed to teach in Zion, in the counsels of the 
Most High. Be pure, be virtuous; remember the instructions you have received 
and the vows you have made in the temple of God. Keep yourselves pure and 
God will bless you. Set a good pattern to your Elders and flocks, and although 
we may now be separated for a short time we will hail each other yet on the moun- 
= of the Lord, and rejoice together in the temple that shall be built to his 
glory. 

To the Elders in general, I would say, teach the first principles of the gospel of 
Christ, say nothing but repentance to this generation. Listen to the counsel of 
— presiding Elders, and you will be blessed in time and in eternity. Let the 

aints also listen to the instructions of their Elders, and be governed by their 
counsel. Husbands love your wives; be kind and courteous to them — do not 
abuse them—for in so doing you degrade yourselves. They have placed themselves 
and all they have in your hands, therefore, treat them kindly, tenderly, and affec- 
tionately ; and wives, obey your husbands, in the Lord. Children obey your 
parents, and though you may be a up, forsake them not in their old ; 
remember their love and affection for you; do not despise their grey hairs—they 
are your parents; honour them as such till their death ; comfort, feed, and clothe 
them while they live, and soothe their dying pillow, and then shall you reign with 

M2 


i — 


164 ORSON SPENCER'S THIRD LETTER TO w. CROWBL. 


them in the om of God, and possess thrones, and principalities, and ers in 
the eternaljworld, according to the laws of the —— priesthood. — 
obey your masters, and masters be kind to your servants. 

faithful, brethren, and yoar why shall be opened to come to the land of Zion, 
and we will yet rejoice together in the kingdom of God. I felt anxious for your 
deliverance when with you; I did all in my power to facilitate your removal, and 
can say for your encouragement be faithful, and you can be, you will be, and shall 
be delivered. | . 

I proposed staying, to Elder Hyde, if necessary for your interests and the ad- 
vancement of your removal; but he told me that it was not n —that I had 
| — mission; and he wished me to go with his blessing and the blessing of 

e Lord. 

Again, I say to the Elders, brethren, and sisters in England—farewell. God 
bless you for ever, in time and in all eternity. Amen. 

Your affectionate brother in the new and everlasting covenant. 
Joun TAYLOR. 


P. S.—Elder Pratt wishes me to say that the above he adopts as his sentiments, and 
that they are as much his feelings as my own. Elder Davis is very well, has re- 
covered his health; he and sister Davis tender their love to the Saints in England. 
Elder Cain also sends his kind love. | 

Please to ask Brother Brown to obtain for me the whole of the volumes of the 
Star from the commencement. 

I did not get the Stars I spoke to you about; will you please to forward them 
the first favourable opportunity. I should feel <a if you would keep a full file 
for me, besides, and bring them when you come. I have not time to correct this; 
if you see any little inaccuracy, please rectify it. 

have taken these up the river, having learned that it is as quick a way to for- 
ward them as any; I may put them in post, at the mouth of the Ohio, but perhaps, 
to ensure safety, at St. Louis. ä 
On board Amelia, bound for St. Joseph. 

P.8.—I am in St. Louis. All well at the camp. I expecta pioneer company have 
started to the mountains. They were to go the 15th of this month. The Twelve 
. who are there go, with them. J. T. 


THIRD LETTER OF ORSON SPENCER TO THE REV. WILLIAM CROWEL, 


Editor of the Christian Watchman, Boston, Massachusets, U. S. A. 


Reverend and Dear Sir,—The next subject to which I will invite your careful 
consideration, is that of faith. Do not be surprised that I should attempt the in- 
vestigation of a subject so common-place, with the view of imparting — new or 
nseful instruction. The numerous elaborate treatises that have heretofore been 
bestowed upon this subject, I boldly aver have been like Goliath’s armour against 
David, massive and imposing, but, at the same time, alike inapplicable and ineffec- 
tual to the case at issue. 

In order that you may be apprised of my position, without needless circumlocu- 
tion, I here distinctly observe, that there neither is, nor ever was, 1 or 
saving faith, in former or latter days, but the faith of miracles, or the faith of im- 
mediate revelation. Can any man know God without faith? Certainly not. The 

of Christ is the power of God unto salvation. To whom? To the un- 
— ? No! but to them that have faith. The of Christ is, then, 
brought only to such as have faith. But what faith are they to have in order to 
receive it. The answer is, the faith of immediate revelation, or of the supernatural 
agency of the Holy Spirit. Now, sir, I ask you to listen a moment, and hear what the 
voice of God says to you and me on this subject. The righteousness of God is revealed 
from FAITH to FAITH. Here, it is conceived, my position is invincibly fortified be- 
yond the power of rational conquest. God’s righteous will is to FAITH. 
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“It is written, the just shall live faith.” By what faith shall the just live? 
Surely, nothing less the faith of immediate revelation. The fact, God’s 
will was to the faith of the Saints anciently, does not supersede the neces- 
sity of his will being revealed to your faith and to my faith now. The ancients 
could not believe for us; or, in other words, their faith could not be a substitute 
for our faith. He that believeth not, for himself, “shall be damned.” Neither 
could a revelation to them be necessarily a revelation to us. A revelation to Noah 
to build an ark, is not suited to Abram, or Peter, or Francis Wayland, or Dr. 


Chalmers. No man, in this day, can know that God ever revealed himself to 


Noah, or Abraham, unless it is now revealed to him from heaven. And he eannot 
know thut it is revealed from heaven to him now, unless he has faith unto himself 
before God; and this faith which he must exercise for himself, is the faith of reve- 
lation, or the faith of miracles. What ailed the Judaic churches in Christ’s day? 
They certainly believed on Moses and Abraham, and made habitual sacrifices in 
support of their faith. Paul was a bright example of sizicerity and fidelity in sup- 
port of the Judaic faith. He verily thought that he ought to do many things con- 
to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. But was the faith of Paul, and of the 
the Judaic church — the faith of immediate revelation or the faith of 
miracles? By no means. Paul, originally, and his associates in the ministry, be- 
lieved the Mosaic Scriptures from ition and education, and not from immediate 
revelation. They, indeed, believed that Abraham, and Moses, and Samuel, and 
Noah, had the faith of miracles, and enjoyed immediate ion, and the spirit of 
rophecy, &c. They believed, that such an high order of faith as prevailed in the 
Mosaic and prophetic days was no longer necessary, (But, afterwards, Paul con- 
— own — one — — — unbelief. ) * 
ence the spirit o ecy, en as poured out e apostolic day, 
was, in their — . for. The supposed the cannon of Scripture was 
sufficiently full, when the prophet Malachi fini his testimony, and closed up the 
age of miracles! Men may sincerely believe the Bible, as many of the sects do 
believe it, without having it revealed from heaven that the Bible is true, and it will 
never save them. They may believe the Bible even without knowing God. For 
the simple reason, that no man can know God without God reveals himself to him. 
This was the condition of the Judaic church. Many of them sincerely believed 
the Mosaic writings, but detested and rejected the principle of immediate revelation, 
by which alone they could know the only true God and Jesus Christ whom he had 
sent. If they had believed heartily in doctrine of immediate revelation to all 
believers in all ages, they would have known Jesus Christ to be the Messiah, as 
well as Moses, or Abraham, who saw his day, and was glad. On the same prin- 
ciple, dear sir, Christian denominations, in this day, believe the apostolic Scriptures 
sincerely, and do many things accordingly ; but rejecting the principle of imme- 
diate revelation to them-ward, they neither know Jesus Christ, nor his prophet 
Joseph, nor the power of God, as it is revealed from faith to faith in our day. We, 
sir, contend for the faith of miracles in our own day, but you and your associates 
contend againstit. The disciples of Jesus contended for it in their day, but the 
fessed followers of Moses and Abraham contended against it. Now, sir, to which of 
these sides do — belong? Can 1. find that any people, who ever contended 
against the faith of immediate revelation and miracles, such as was maintained by 
Samuel, Abraham, Barak, Daniel, and Noah, ever prospered. Is there a single in- 
stance in Scripture, from Genesis to Revelations, where God manifests any fellow- 
ship for any faith short of a faith of miracles and immediate revelation? If an 
inferior kind of faith has been got up since the New Testament age is it not well 
to enquire from whence it has sprung, and what is the scriptural basis of its su 
rt? If such an inferior faith is not revealed from heaven, it must certainly 
m beneath, and, consequently earthly, and sensual, and devilish. If it springs 
from the precepts of men, and not from the direct and positive revelation of God, 
it ought surely to be abandoned and forsaken at once. men believe the Old 
and New Testament Scriptures from tradition, and the lips of a ministry that is not 
sent out and called by immediate revelation from heaven, their faith is dead. And 
all such as float in this broad stream of traditionary faith, are not and cannot be 
built up as lively stones to offer up spiritual sacrifices to God. 
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Hence, sir, the concession of Mr. C. G. Finney, and Nettleton, and of your own 
Mr. Knapp, all great Revivalists, and talented and devout men, that the “ sectarian 
churches need to be converted over again.” And I am constrained to add, with- 
out any invidious feelings, that such teachers themselves need to be converted from 
a traditionary faith into the same faith with the ancient worthies spoken of in the 
eleventh chapter to the Hebrews. They themselves cannot know God, without 
that same ancient faith that secured to its possessors revelation from God, and the 
power of working miracles, &c. God has never called men to testify to the truth 
of the Old and New Testament, unless the truth has been revealed to them per- 
sonally from the heavens. When it is thus revealed, they will obey like the ancient 
saints, and the power of godliness will follow their faith, even healing the sick, 
easting out devils, and speaking with new tongues.” 

You, sir, will surely admit, that the faith of the ancients was far superior to mo- 
dern traditionary faith, and was attended with a power which this latter faith cannot 
in its very nature ever attain to. By the ancient faith, or faith of immediate reve- 
lation, men wrought righteousness, subdued kingdoms, stopped the mouths of lions 
and quenched the violence of fire—stayed the sun in the firmanent—sealed up the 
heavens as brass for the space of three years and a half, or opened the windows 
thereof for the rain to descend in showers or torrents even to a universal deluge.— 
Surely it will be no disparagement to such exalted names as yours, and that of my 
old acquaintance President Barnas Sears, and my former instructor President E. 
Knott, to turn like Paul to the banner and standard of such a faith. By such a 
faith they are prepared to work the works of God; and either in time or eternity to 
work even far greater works than Jesus ever wrought on the earth as his own word 
declares; for, sir, this kind of faith shall abide beyond the veil; for God himself 
made the world by faith, and the spirits of the just work by faith, and obtain reve- 
lation from God, and minister the same to militant believers on earth, from the 
faith of the sanctified in light, to the faith of the militant here below. The righte- 
ousness of God is revealed from faith to faith.” Surely we may count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord ; for he that 
gets the knowledge of Christ by revelation to himself, and keeps it, shall never fall. 

Do you not preach, sir, the ancient faith spoken of in the eleventh chapter of He- 
brews, for modern believers to imitate ? Or isthe miraculous faith of the ancients to be 
portrayed to men in this day, only as a beautiful picture to be admired by spectators, 
and not copied and imitated as a doctrine of modern practice? If there is such a 
thing as common faith, in distinction from the supernatural and miraculous faith, 
named in the eleventh of Hebrews, what part of the Scriptures teach it? Please 
to name the chapter and verse; and when you have pointed out to me the specific 
Scriptures that teach a faith inferior to that of prophecying or working miracles, 
&c., — to tell me wherein lies the power of such a faith? If it cannot reveal 
any thing to the children of men, how can it increase the sum of knowledge with 
any reasonable prospect of filling the earth with knowledge, as the waters cover the 
bed of the great deep? If it cannot forecast events beyond the mere common pre- 
science of human minds, how can the wise man foresee the evil in time to hide 
himself? Is it not passing strange, sir, that from Adam to Noah, and from Noah 
to Abraham, and from Abraham to David, and from David to Malachi, and from 
John the Baptist to John the Revelator, the miraculous faith should be tenaciously 
and rigorously contended for; while since that day, men, professing godliness, not 
only contend for an inferior faith, but contend against the antiquated faith that was 
sustained for more than four thousand years, giving to God a great and glorious 
name for all his wonderful works and mighty deeds. 

Why do the modern clergy commend the faith that put to flight the armies of 
the aliens—quenched the violence of fire—and staggered not at promises that re- 
— supernatural agency to fulfil, if we are not to imitate and practice such 
sith? y so much time and labour exhausted in order to define and extol a faith 
that belonged exclusively to past ages; and if the Scriptures of no other faith 
that is pleasing to God, would it not be better that mankind be informed more ex- 

icitly what is the nature and effect of that common and inferior faith of which the 
ible illustrations are so inapplicable? Seeing that the Bible illustrations of faith 


pertain to examples of a supernatural order, will you please to give us those that 
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are of a natural and common order, suited to our age, that is, and, of a right, ought 
to be, free from supernatural and miraculous deeds, signs, and wonders, and pro- 
phesyings? In so doing, and publishing the same through your widely circulated 
paper, 8 assured that it shall have prompt insertion in the Stak, and 
— Your humble and obedient servant, 
Orson SPENCER. 


— 


LETTER TO ORSON SPENCER AND THE REPLY. 


Kidderminster, May 4th, 1847. 


Dear Brother Spencer,—We feel disposed to make inquiry of you of some things 
which we feel will be good for the Saints in general in this Conference—to learn, 
from yourself, why and wherefore, and not here alone but elsewhere, about certain 
things that have been put in the StaR; through the same medium, to learn thereby 
from thyself, will be, and through the same, in our 3 much more good to 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in the British Isles, than any other 
source from which it might be given. e shall put them in way of questions; an 
answer to them we leave to your judgment, trust we shall not be accounted 
to be unworthy of notice, through which we desire to obtain knowledge, and light, 
and truth of the blessings of which we now have to prize, let it come from where- 
ever it may; and much more so from your hands, and by the President of the 
British Isles of the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-day Saints, with whom 
is the spirit of truth and not error. With these words we conclude, praying for 
you and for your counselling, that wisdom, and light, and truth, with the blessin 
of the new and everlasting covenant, may continue with you and the whole of 4 
Elders of Israel, and all the Church; and that you may long live to be an instructor of 
righteousness to the faithful seed of Abraham, a guide to them that are called to be 
guides with you in the great, and glorious, and mighty work in these the last days; 
that all those that are called into this present great dispensation, may seek to 
roll along by buying, and selling, and spreading truth, of which we say success 
unto them ; and may the number of those that read and enjoy that ey that 
is given unto us in the Star, and brother M. Martin’s phlet, the Voice of 
Warning, Book of Doctrine and Covenants, which is the voice of God unto 
us, the message of Jehovah unto the children of men, and by which they will 
have to be judged. Our desire-is, that our children may grow up in the know- 

therein contained; we are thankful the price of them is reduced, so that we 

can obtain them, and trust that all the Saints will do likewise, and all those that 

are to be teachers and - instructions to the Saints, will not be backward in 

obtaining them, by which their minds may be stored with correct things, and their 

faith strong. | 

1st Question,—What are we to understand concerning “ Paddy’s Unfortunate Journey 
to Market?” No. 5 Star, vol. ix, page 77. a 

2nd. — Also, the bit called a tremendous charge about the bull? No. 6 Star, vol. ix, page 95. 

3rd,—Has the subject of the memorial to the Queen failed, and why, if so ? 

4th,—Not in the Star, but a dialogue between Brother Joseph Smith and the Devil. 
What is the meaning? Did Brother Joseph and the old Gentleman indeed talk together 
after the manner spoken of ? 

5th,—Are those of the Saints that spake evil of the brethren that sell them, and of the 
brethren who have put the things in the Stars referred to in the Ist and 2nd questions, 
justified by so doing, judging the motives as impure and for gain, and filling up with 
trash, by them so called? 

6th,—In case a branch once organized, by default of the officers therein, neglect of their 
duties, shall, by the conference meeting to which it belongs, deem it wisdom to annex it to 
another branch, they not being present of the members? Is it order, and are they bound to 
come to the church meeting as agreed thereto by the said conference, without their vote 
or consent? Has the conference power to do so? | = 

7th—In the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, section 2nd, on the duties of Priests 
ordaining, is that for the British Isles? Can the Priests, or in other words, when would it 
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be according to the rule here laid down as duty, of one in that office to ordain Priests, 
| and Deacons. Page 71, 10th paragraph. 

8th,—Is it right for the Priest to lay on hands for the healing of the sick, in accordance 
to 71st page, 10th rule, where it says, in all his duties the Priest is to assist the Elder as 
occasion requires? is that what the Elders are to understand if several Priests be present? 

9th,—Book of Doctrine and Covenants, page 73, 25th par., section 2nd, relative to 
conference meetings, about lists of names being brought by those that represent the 
branches. We have been representatives of the branches and clerks at, or of conference 

Does this part of the instructions given in the word of the Lord unto the Church 

ean Latter-day Saints by Prophet Joseph, belong to the churches in the 

tish Isles? 

10th,—Doctrine of Covenants, page 82, section 3rd, 44th par., if we obtain not a 
knowledge of our duties, we are not to be found worthy to stand. What means are the 
best for us to use in order to obtain that knowledge by which we shall be able to stand ? 

11th,—Can a Saint be saved in this country if he have the means to emigrate, or to 
gather to Zion, and will not? | 

12th,—Can the Saints here in this land be baptized for their dead? 
13th,—Is it the duty of conferences to send faithful men to preach the gospel, 


though 
no room or place appears near them; but, where the word has been preached, to unite to 


see to their needs while labouring ? 

14th,— What are we to understand is the meaning of the dispensation of fulness of time, 
spoken of in Ephesians, chap. 1st, 10th verse? 

15th,— What are the duties of the Saints in branches and conferences towards main- 
taining rooms and places for worship? Is it expected of all by money and all other lawful 
means; and for a branch, and all in the same, to bear an equal part in defraying the cost 
of the same in conferences and branches? 

16th,—If a poor Saint that works for a brother, and he or she deals with that said 
brother in the church, and owes to that brother a small sum of money towards goods that 
are needful for food, is it just to say that one give not his own, if they wished to purchase 
the Stars, or to give towards what money cannot be done without, when it is from poverty 
and not waste? 

17th—What are the duties of the Saints towards those whom we find will not assist 
when they can? Is there any rule among us, in the British Isles, like in Zion? Can they 
obtain to the same as if they had given to make known salvation to the sons of men? 

18th,—Did our Lord mean, that when he said take neither purse or scrip, nor two things 
of a sort, did he mean for their clothes to endure so that they would not want any more? 


We request you to put the questions and the answers into the Star, and sooner 
the better the information can be given to the readers of the same, will be, as far as 
knowledge of the things inquired of by us, will, we have not any doubt, have good 
effect on the Saints; for we wish to Justify all things done by our brethren, and 
likewise walk in the commandments blameless ourselves, and the whole of the 
Elders of Israel, and not they only, but all Israel, and that the Saints may know 
the line of duty, and walk up thereunto. 

We are your brethren in the bond of the new and everlasting covenant, 
Evver WILLIAM Hawerns, Sen., 
Prigzst WILIA HaweEnrns, Jun., 
ELDRR Jonx Lickorisa. 


Constitution Hill, near the King’s Head, Kidderminster. 


The foregoing questions should more properly have been referred to the Elder 
that presides over the conference, rather than to us; but lest it should not be con- 
venient for Elder Smith to answer them all so soon, as desired, we insert a brief 
reply according to request. 

Ist Answer,—The design of this “ unfortunate journey” (extracted from a foreign pa- 


: per), was partly to amuse, partly to show a perverted sense of the principle of retribution, 


“ Mr. O’Moore’s judgments ;” and partly to chronicle the peculiar idiom of language and 
versatile aptness of a portion of the human family. These three purposes, to say nothing 
farther, entitles the “unfortunate journey” to a better appellation than that of trash. If 
any are expecting to go to a heaven where there is nothing amusing or even laughable, their 
faith differs, in this respect, from ours. We have heard Sectarians, who are more devout 
than wise, say, that Jesus wept but was never known to laugh. But if we read the Bible 
correctly, His Father, even the God and Father of us all, sometimes laughs; and the 
Scriptures testify that Jesus doeth what he sees his Father do. Do not stumble, if we 
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say that God is not so pious, (according to the piety of hypocrites), but that He even 
“laughs at the calamity of the wicked.” There are some kinda of folly, ignorance, and 
calamity, that are best corrected by being laughed at. We would not be surprised if 
Elijah laughed at and mocked the Priests of Baal, when their God would not answer 
them. Little children, the best emblems of heaven, love to be amused, so does God. 
Therefore “he hath created all things for his pleasure.” We have many things to say 
on this subject, but all “cannot bear them now.” Until our supposed piety is so full 
grown, that it absorbs all relish for an amusing incident, occasionally we may sometimes 
insert something of the kind in the Sra, for such as are fitting more for heaven than 
for the convent 3 
2nd,—Cathedral worship is costly, and inaccessible to the poor. 

3rd,—The Queen has not answered the memorial. The reason why, she has not told us. 

4th,—Brother Joseph did not, probably, talk with the Devil in the manner stated. But 
the dialogue is a metaphorical illustration, such as is often used by the inspired writers 
of the Old and New Testament. Read from the 2nd Samuel, 12th chapter, seven verses, 
and tell us if Prophet Nathan really told the truth; and if there were any certain rich 
and poor men spoken of; and whether the former actually killed the poor man’s lamb; and 
whether David was that identical man who killed the lamb? Answer us, and we can 
then answer you further if necessary. 

5th,—“ Speak evil of no man.” Be assured, brethren, that such as “speak evil of the 
things that they know not,” and “ despise dominion, and speak evil” of authorities ordained 
of God, to select and communicate instruction to the nations of the earth, except they 
repent, will be judged as they have judged others. 

6th,—A conference has full power to regulate, annex, or cut off any branch as it shall 
seem wisdom, being responsible to a higher body for any abuse of power. 

7th,— When a Priest is not in the immediate vicinity of a higher officer of the church, 
he may then ordain persons to a level with his own authority, being responsible for the 
exercise of discretion in the case. But in the presence or vicinity of a higher officer of 
the branch, he should take counsel of his superior in the branch. 

8th,—The Priest may probably lay on hands, when requested by an Elder, for the heal- 
ing of the sick; but the general rule is, to “call for the Elders of the church,” and not 
the ee to lay hands upon the sick. The Priest’s duty is to assist the Elders to preach, 
teach, &c. 
9th,—Any Teacher, or higher officer in the church, may act as clerk or representative 
of the churches in conference meeting, in the British Isles. 

10th,—Matthew vii. :—“ Whosoever heareth my sayings and doeth them,” &c. 

11th,—The commandment of the great God is to gather to Zion, as much as it was for 
Lot to go out of Sodom, for, in Mount Zion is deliverance.” “ Whosoever, therefore, 
shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called 
the least in the kingdom of heaven.” “ Remember Lot’s wife.” “The willing and obe- 
dient shall eat the good of the land, but the way of the transgressor is hard.” 

13th,—Every conference should be its own judge of the propriety of sending a preacher 
abroad, and equalise his burden among them, if they send him out. 

14th,—Very much every way. But in few words: In this dispensation the cup of time 
will be full. The “angel will swear time shall be no longer.” Ist. The gathering and 
separation of the righteous from the heavens. If there are any rebellious spirits there, 
like Lucifer of old, they will be cast out from the society of the sanctified, for the heavens 
must be shaken as well as our own planet. 2nd. The separation and gathering of the 
righteous from all parts of the earth; and, thirdly, from under the earth. For many cap- 
tives and exiles long to return from prison and banishment. From these three dominions 
the righteous are to be “gathered together in one” in Christ: the earth filled with 
knowledge, and all the ordinances and powers of the priesthood in their fulness manifested, 
even in a manner and extent that have not been before since the foundation of the world. 

15th,—Let there be equality ; one should not be eased and another burdened. 

16th,—This question is rather obscure to our mind, and the answer may not be applicable 
to the case in point. While it is a duty to owe no man anything, it is the highest of all duties 
“to seek first the kingdom of God,” and count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord. Even the unjust steward is sometimes commended 
for making friends with the mammon of unrighteousness, that when he fails they may receive 
him into everlasting habitations. 

‘17th,—Those who will not assist to spread the Gospel with their means according to 
their ability, will reap as sparingly as they sow. If men love the truth of God they will 
give their money to propagate it. “Hereby shall ye know my disciples, they will feed you 
and clothe you, and give you money.” Doctrine and Covenants, page 88. 
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18th,—He did not mean that their clothes should endure so that they would not want 
any more. But he meant that the just should live by faith, and if they had faith, to 
out and preach; in this manner, others would have faith to lodge, and feed, and 
them; thus the faith of the preacher would be an example to beget a like precious faith 
in them that heard them. When a man proves himself to be incorrigibly covetous, let 
him be cut off as an idolator. 


Having answered briefly the eighteen questions propounded, we come trust the 
explanation given will be satisfactory to such as judge by the spirit, “ for it is the 
spirit that gives life while the letter killeth.” And we cannot close without offer- 
| our acknowledgements to the interrogators, for their conscientious desires to 
sustain the columns of the STaR, and to justify it before all men. And it shall be 
our studious aim and prayer, to make the Star worthy the “saan of all men, 
especially of the household of faith. We know that many of the Saints are poor, 
and find it difficult to raise a few shillings only to purchase the Star; yet it is our 
firm conviction that they would be poorer without it at the end of the year, both 
temporally and spiritually, than to buy it. The Stak is now the only printed 
organ — mouth- piece of the church of Christ in the English language, through- 
out the world. The church, too, is passing through the most critical, responsible, 
and glorious period of its whole history for seventeen years past. Israel has fled 
from the “ city to the country,” even to their tents. ar, and famine, and pesti- 
lence, and panic have settled down upon the nations. It is our 2 not only to 
uaint ourselves with the varying movements of the church in the wilderness, 
aa its thousands of members scattered abroad, but also to understand the laws 
and customs of nations generally—the power and policy of their governments— 
their fluctuations previous to their revolution, division, and downfall. 

No period of the world has ever been fraught with more interest to the race of 
man than the present. When our children, and their children, enquire after the 
history of the church in this age, and the history of men that waxed valiant in 
faith, and stormed the citadel o 2 ea | in 44 in America, and the same tacy 
that began to intoxicate the British presidency in 46; when they enquire her the 
cause of the rapid spread of truth, and the consequent decline of the false forms 
of governments, both civil and religious, who can answer their reasonable enquiries, 
— derive instruction from their knowledge of the past, and impart it for the 
benefit of coming generations? If the Star isthe organ of God’s ordination, 
through his servant Brigham, to transmit useful information to the British churches 
Ts to the Saints, and many of the nations of the earth, then those who ob- 
tain, , and lay up with care our volumes, as — issue from the press, will be 
an honoured instrumentality in this benevolent work. We even believe that the 
volumes of our paper will be sought after with avidity in years to come, and prized 
more highly than rubies! Every child of the church that lives long will ultimately 
want a copy for themselves, even if there are from six to twelve in a family. The 
Twelve have sent from America to have the entire nine volumes preserved and 
bound for them. They know their worth. If they are purchased as they issue 
from the press, the expense will scarcely be felt. any are too to purchase 
(which is rarely the case) let some one, having more means, help him occasionally, 
if he is diligent in business, and fervent in spirit. But if he es needless use of 
strong drinks, or tobacco, and wastes his time, and neglects his family, when he 
might be better employed, help him not, neither bid him God speed, but rather 
reprove him. The pecuniary benefits accruing from the sale of the Star, and 
— books, will be under the control of the bighest authorities, and flow freely 
into every channel of benevolence. 

We expect, as certainly, to give account to God for what we publish in the Star, 
as we do for what we preach in the chapel; and if antiquated Seri ure is a savour 
of life or death, we also believe that the counsels, instructions, and warnings given 
through the Star to men, will justly claim a reasonable share of the same savoury 
influence; and those who speak evil of its columns, would also speak evil of those 
who preach the word, and are, to say the least, in danger of imbibing the spirit of 
apostacy. If we ify our office (as we shall seek ever to do through your faith 
and prayer in our behalf), the Spirit of truth and wisdom will rest upon us, unto 
edification of the righteous; and before any cast the first stone at our columns, let 
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them compare the old Scriptures, and from them learn what a diversity of opera- 
tions proceed from the Spirit of God, according to the ever varying circumstances 
of men and events. We do not complain,—by no means; but feel thankful for 
the wide spread interest that calls for several thousand of our sheets every fortnight. 
Our prayer is, that the demand may still be increased. O, Lord, send out thy 
light and thy truth,” that the world may know the miracles, and signs, and mighty 
deeds that is performing in this their own day, and know the things that be- 
long to their peace. Even so,—Amen. * 


The Latter-day Saints Millenntal Star. 


JUNE 1, 1847. 


WE are happy to inform the Saints, through the present Star, of the safe arrival 
in America of Elders Hyde, Pratt, and Taylor. Elder Hyde had a long and 
rather perilous passage of 41 days to New York, where he arrived on the 6th of 
April; and we learn that he left New York for the Camp, by way of Philadelphia, 
on the 14th of April. His letter expressed his ever abiding love to the Saints in 
England; and also informed us that some of the Saints from the Eastern States 
had already emigrated to the West, and another company was expected to emigrate 
on or near the 10th of April, being gathered from New York, Boston, and 
Philadelphia. | | 

The excellent letter of Elder John Taylor, fully approved by Elder P. P. Pratt, 
on our first page, we are confident will be both instructive and comforting. They 
have all probably arrived before this time at the Camp, and received the cordial 
greetings of their families, and of the Saints generally. Before this time, also, 
we apprehend, the Pioneer Company, that left Council Bluffs on the 15th March 
last, have selected another station at the base of the mountain for sojourning. We 
take this opportunity to remind the Saints, generally, of their obligation to remember 
with unceasing prayer the Camp of Israel, in all their journeyings and sojournings. 
The Twelve are preparing places, through much privation and difficulty, for the 
upright of all nations, that such as hear the voice of the good shepherd, and take 
proper heed to the warning, may find a safe resting place in the cloudy and dark day. 

We take this opportunity to drop a few suggestions to the Saints concerning 
temporal preparation for the day when they may be notified that it is time to 
embark to America. In all business operations, extricate yourselves from all 
entangling alliances that might deter you from going at a very short notice. 
Commerce and trade are not a little distracted in this country already. Of this 
fact the Saints have probably been advised before this, from time to time. Be 
not flattered with the hope of any permanent betterment in trade, although evil 
will be overruled for the good of the obedient, and the sun will shine through 
threatening clouds long enough for the Saints to make their escape. The Saints 
in the United States were told to lose no reasonable opportunity of selling their 
farms and houses, and stock in trade, because that property would depreciate in 
proportion as the work of gathering the Saints progressed. Subsequent facts in 
that land fully justified the counsel. Property depreciated from ten to fifty per 
cent. In some instances, those who could have sold a property for £1000, through 
greedy desire to get more, or distrust of the wisdom and practical experience of 
men, who, they supposed, understood spiritual matters better than they did temporal, 
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delayed selling a year or two, and were obliged to take £600, and the same property 
experienced a further depreciation after it was sold. If you are offered £1000 for 
property that has ordinarily been valued at twelve or fourteen hundred pounds, you 
had better take it than to keep it eighteen months and then sell it for five or seven 
hundred. We think we speak understandingly upon these matters; and if you 
have some difficulty in settling unadjusted accounts with your neighbour now, the 
difficulty is not likely to lessen hereafter. And if it is not settled beyond the 
shadow of dispute, when your goods are packed for emigration, you may then be 
hindered by a legal process, or obliged to pay unreasonably in order to effect a settle- 
ment. Qh! says brother Careless, I would have trusted my life in the hands of 
my old neighbour, Trusty ; I have lived by him twenty years, and never knew him 
guilty of a mean or fraudulent deed before. When I settled my bills last, I did not 
think it necessary to take a receipt, but to my surprise, I now find I must pay him 
again, or be subject to a suit in law. Who would havethought it? He has heard 
so many false tales about the Saints, that he is not the same man as formerly. 

The next case in point, is that of Brother Greedy. Elder Watchman advised 
Brother Greedy to take £2500 for areal estate. No, says the latter, there is some- 
thing of a panic just now that will soon die away, and times will be better, and then 
I can get £3000 at least. But three years passed away, and Brother Greedy had 
offered to sell the same property for £1800, while £1500 was the very best offer 
he could get in return. A little wisdom, mixed with strict adherence to good 
council in this matter, may be worth more than the unsold merchandize of Babylon, 
when her walls are tottering and falling under the merited plagues of indignant 
heaven. It is believed that Presiding Elders understand this subject, and will do 
their duty. In buying and selling, and employing labourers, let the righteous 
have their full share of favour. 


We have just received an excellent letter from Elder Thomas Smith, Worcester, 
dated city of Norwich, Norfolk, in which city he was led, by the Spirit of God, to 
publish the gospel to those who had never heard it before. God attended the 
preaching of our beloved brother, sealing the truth of His gospel upon the hearts of 
many in the city of Norwich. Fourteen persons soon came forward and obeyed 
the gospel, and were baptized, and others are in an encouraging state of mind for 
baptism. We love to see the Elders opening new fields and spreading the trutb far 
and wide. The brethren in Worcester conference, are highly commendable for 
sustaining their presiding Elder in his absence, while preaching in new places. 
This is all right. Let presiding Elders and their conferences imitate the example 
occasionally, until every part of England shall have heard the gospel. We rejoice 
in the belief that the time is near, when, under a single sermon, scores, and even 
hundreds, will give their names for baptism. 

Ye elders of Israel! stir up the gift that is within you, which-is the gift of 
the Holy Ghost, and preach in the Spirit, not of this world, nor the wisdom 
of this world; but in the spirit of God, and in much assurance. The promise of 
Christ—“ Lo, I am with you alway,” will be verified in the obedience of many 
from time to time. If the Saints will pray for the success of their Elders, even as 
they formerly prayed for the deliverance of Peter from prison, or the promised 
descent of the Holy Spirit on the day of Petecost, or as Mordecai and the Jews in 
Queen Esther's time prayed for deliverance from threatened destruction, they 
will see manifestations of the power of God in spreading gospel truth in the British 
Isle, that will gladden and refresh the heritage of the Lord. We labour not for 
a corruptible crown.” | 
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This Conference was held in Mary's Chapel, High Street, on Sabbath morning, 
at the usual hour, March 21st, 1847. 

_ The meeting being called to order, and after prayer by Elder M’Ewan, and sing- 
ing a second hymn, Presiding Elder Menzies moved, and being seconded by brother 

Ewan, it was resolved that High Priest Gibson preside over this conference now 
assembled. 

The President then moved, and it wasin like manner resolved, that Elder Waugh 
act as clerk of the conference, and take minutes of the day’s proceedings. 

President Gibson thereafter delivered some prefatory and very appropriate in- 
structions to the Saints, relative to the duties of husbands, wives, and children to- 
wards each other, with the unfeigned love of the brethren—shewing, that where- 
ever religion exists, there begins at home its savoury influence, and fails not to at- 
tract the attention of neighbours around; and were the Saints as zealous to obtain 
an inheritance in the first resurrection, as their covenant with God demands—their 
— — and exemplary deportment before the world, like a city on a hill, would 
lead many honest-hearted persons obediently to follow the principles of celestial 
light and truth unto eternal life. A word to the wise is sufficient. 

The number of officers present being called for, there stood up according to their 
several gradations in the ministry, 1 high priest, 11 elders, 8 priests, 6 teachers, and 
3 deacons. Total 29. 

* different branches composing this conference were then represented as 
ows :— 


RCVD 


RPSNTED | HIGH 22 or 
BRANCH. BY — ELD. | PRS. 2. DRA. | MEM. oral! BAP. BY IR. ar In. opr. DED 
1 7 8 4 2 138 | 160 4 2 4 4 1 
0 1 0 0 0 26 27 1 0 0 0 0 
0 2 1 4 1 | 36 4 44 3 1 0 0 1 
0 1 1 0 114 J 17 0 0 0 0 0 
0 3 1 0 20 224 0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 2 0 0 5 7 0 0 0 0 0 
0 1 4 2 2 42] 51 2 5 0 0 0 
0 2 0 1 111 1 2 4 7 0 0 
0 3 1 1 0 25 | 30 0 0 0 0 1 
0 1 0 0 0 6 7 0 0 0 0 0 
0 1 4 1 2 26 34 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 1 2 0 8 | il 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 1 1 0} 13 | 15 0 0 0 0 0 
12 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 
9 |374 12 12 11 4 4 


In the above representations there is a net increase of 5 since last quarter. Say 
gained by baptism and by letter 24; and deduct 19—11 for removals, 4 cut off, 
and 4 dead. Total last quarter 441, total this quarter, 449. 

The churches throughout this conference are generally 2 in good stand- 

, and in some regions prospects of increase — ful. 

lved, on the council’s motion, that Elder Dunbar labour in Perth and Dun- 
dee, under Elder Findlay’s presidency, till called to labour elsewhere, is hereby con- 
firmed.—President Gibson exhorted the Edinburgh Saints to succour sister Dun- 
bar during the said mission, and they shall be blest for the deed. | 

Resolved on the council’s motion, that the organization of Greenlaw branch un- 
der the presidency of Priest William Smith, be also confirmed. 

Resolved on the council’s concurrence, that we sustain High Priest Gibson's 
presidency over this conference, and that it be in the above manner confirmed. 

On the motion of President Gibson, seeonded by Elder Menzies, it was unani- 
mously resolved, That this Conference sustain the presidency of High Priests 
Orson Spencer and Frankland D. Richards over the British Isles, under the 
Twelve Apostles as Travelling High Council and Presidency over the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in all the world. 

It was in like manner resolved, That High Priest Samuel W. Richards be also 
‘sustained in his presidency over the Scottish Conferences under the said authorities. 
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Moved by presiding Elder Menzies, seconded by brother Anderson of Leith, and 


earried into resolution, That brother Ralph Rolle be ordained a Teacher, which 
being humbly 2 he was ordained accordingly. 
T) be measures of last evening’s council being confirmed and adopted, the confe- 
rence adjourned till Sabbath the 20th June, the council of delgates and elders to 
meet on Saturday at 6 p.m., the 19th June, 1847. ä 
WILLIAM Gmsox, President, 
G. P. Wavon, Clerk of Conference. 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


This Conference was held on the 28th of March, commenced by singing, and 
prayer by Elder John Banks. 
Ider O H. Wheelock was chosen by unanimous vote to preside over the Con- 
ference, and Elder J. Brook to act as clerk. 
The business commenced with the delegates from the various branches giving in 
their respective number of members and officers which were as follows :— 


BRANCH. REPRESENTED BY MEM. | H. P.| Mo. PRS. | TEA BAP. | ROVD. 
Birmingham ......... Elder Perks 339 2 14 f 19 11 38 6 
West Bromwich...... „ Broomhead 155 0 7 15 2 3 7 10 
Brittle Lane „ Clark... * 39 0 1 2 2 1 2 2 
Stourbridge ............ 43 0 3 5 1 1 11 10 
Wolverhampton „ Ramsall. eee 0 3 4 1 0 0 1 
Wals all.. „ Williams 58 0 4 2 2 1 5 0 
Dudley „ Banks 53 0 2 6 2 1 4 2 
. „ Bowers 220 41 0 2 2 2 1 3 2 
Rockerdine Wood. „ Walker 10 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 
Rewbury eer „ Bayliss ...... 11 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 767 | 2 | 37 | 59 2210 | 7 | 33 


A motion was made by Elder J. Banks, that C. H. Wheelock be accepted and sus- 
tained by this conference as President of the work of the Lord. Having wrought 
with unwearied zeal to promote order, to establish peace among the Saints, and 
build them up in their most holy faith, pushing onward and extending the work on 
every land, whose doctrines and teachings have ever been based upon the principle 
of truth, and which heaven has owned and blessed, for it has commended itself to 
the consciences of all, purifying the heart from sin, and by our faith and prayer we 
will ever uphold so worthy a minister. Carried unanimously. 

A motion was made by Elder C. H. Wheelock, that this conference sustain Elder 
John Banks in his capacity as Counsellor, whose labours have been unceasing, his 
admonitions and teachings at all times acceptable and salutary, and that he ever 
receive the utmost confidence with our faith and prayer, being worthy of them. 
Carried unanimously. 

Moved by Elder C. H. Wheelock, that Elder J. Brook continue to be sustained 
as the General Church Recorder, duly appreciating his unwearied services in that 
department and the promotion of the cause in general. Carried unanimously. 

oved by Elder C. H. Wheelock, that Brother Walker be still sustained in this 
conference until a new outfit of clothes are obtained for him, and the presidency 
think fit to remove him to labour near his home. Carried. 

Moved that Elder Perks, of Birmingham, Elder Broomhead, of West Bromwich, 
Elder Westwood, of Stourbridge, Elder Williams, of Walsall, and Elder Bowers, 
4 ii be sustained by their brethren as presidents over their several branches. 

arried. 

Moved that Elder Finch be appointed to preside over the Brittle Lane Branch, 
and that we signify our appoval of the proceeding and labours of Elder W. Clark, 
late president of the said branch. Carried. 

Moved that Priest Joseph Hall be ordained to the office of Elder, and sent out to 
labour in the ministry in the Wolverhampton branch, extending his labours in the 
adjacent villages. Carried unanimously. 

oved that Elder Room, of Bilston, be sent out to labour in the Rockerdine 
Wood Branch, and extend his labours through the various towns and villages of 
Shropshire. Carried unanimously. 
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Moved by Elder J. Banks, that a Church Record be kept at Birminghan, of all 
the members in the conference (expressing their name in full, age, where baptized, 
by whom baptized, their office, whether received by letter into the branch), and 
that each president hand over the record to the clerk at Birmingham each quarterly 
conference. Carried. . 

Moved by Elder Banks, that this conference signify their val of the presi- 
dency of the church in this land, and that they be sustained by the faith and prayers 
of the Saints, and their counsel at all times be revered as men delegated by God, to 
counsel and and instruct his people. Carried. 

Moved by Elder Wheelock, that we signify our approval of the presidency of this 
church in the Camp of Israel, Brigham Young, as their head and leader of this 
people, being ordained under the authority of high heaven, to bring about the 
restitution of all things spoken of by all the holy prophets since the world began; 
and the Twelve, his Counsellors, who are appointed by the same high authority, 
to gather together the honest in heart from every nation under heaven, that they 
may be safe in the —— of our God, while the overwhelming of the Almighty 
shall sweep away the inhabitants of the earth those that love not God and obey 
not his gospel. Carried with joy. 

Moved that this conference signify their approval of the proceedings of the 
delegation sent by President B. Young to this country from the Camp of Israel, 
(Elders Hyde, Pratt, and Taylor), to set in order the church of Chirst in the 
British Isles, which thing they have accomplished (as men understanding their 
Master’s business), su the expectation of the most sanguine spirit, and we feel 
proud to honour their heads with a never-fading laurel of glory which shall adorn 
them in the courts of their Royal Master, even Jesus the Christ. 

Moved that the following brethren of the West Bromwich Branch be ordained 
to the office of Elder, Brothers T. Gainge, Joseph Southwick, John Andrews, 
Edward Millward, and James Swan; and to the office of Priest, Thomas Smith, 
Benjamin Broomhead, Henry Stokes, and Walter Hugish; and to the office of 
Teacher, John Waner and John Groom. Passed. : 

Moved that Brother J. Andrews preside over the Dudley Branch, and Brother 
Gainge over the Wednesbury Branch. Carried. | 

The number: of officers present was—29 Elders, 30 Priests, 14 Teachers, 12 
Deacons. The meeting adjourned till after dinner. a 

At half-past two the meeting again assembled, opening in the usual manner, and 
sacrament was again — 2 a great number of Saints, after which Elder 
Stenhouse, president of the Hereford Conference, and Elder Johnson, president of 
the Cheltenham Conference, addressed the Saints on the glorious bope they had in 
the gospel, the privilege they now enjoyed, and looking forward to still more and 
greater ones than they can yet conceive or anticipate, for it is yet but an omen of 
an approaching day, whose ray of glory has already sent its bright light across the 
moral horizon, dispelling darkness, and overcoming error’s darker reign. 


Elder C. H. Wheelock addressed the Saints in the evening, on the subject of 


gathering, and the organization of the kingdom, during the reign of righteousness, 
and we truly say it was a time of refreshing, for great was the manifestation of the 
Spirit of God, uniting the hearts of all, binding them together with the cords of 
love, so that it was one heart, one hand and voice in all the councils the day. All 
our reports from the Branches are cheering, and are happy to state success is 
crowning our labours on every hand. 
The meeting dismissed with every heart well satisfied with the preceedings of 
the day. O. H. WHEE LocK, President, 
J. Broox, Clerk. 


‘ 


“JOSEPH, OUR BROTHER, IS DEAD.” 


Joseph, thou art gone to the world of spirits, far away 
In wilds, yea, far from home thy body there doth lay ; 
To rest with qniet sleep from toil and constant strife, 
Until the resurrection morn shall welcome thee to life. 
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